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with act of Congress approved February 15, 1893. 

Vol. XIV. Washington, D. 0., February 24, 1899. No. 8. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General, United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Smallpox in the United States. 

CALIFORNIA. 

San Diego. — Assistant Surgeon Cofer telegraphs February 18, that the 
health officer of San Diego suspected a case of smallpox. 

February 19, he telegraphs "smallpox is now present in San Diego. 
One case, 1 death ; 8 very suspicious on same premises." 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Washington. — February 15. Health Officer Woodward reports the 
discovery of 4 new cases to-day — making 15 at present in the city. 
Total number of premises in quarantine, 11. 

February 16. One new case of smallpox, 2 suspects, 12 premises in 
quarantine. 

February 19. Since 16th 3 new cases, 2 discharged cured. Total 
number of cases under treatment, 17. Two new houses placarded and 
1 released from quarantine, leaving 13 premises in quarantine, including 
the male workhouse and 1 of the dormitories of the Central Union 
Mission. 

February 21. Two new cases. Under treatment, 19. Suspicious 
cases, 2. One house released from and 14 still in quarantine. 

February 22. One new case, 3 suspicious cases. Under treatment, 
20. Premises in quarantine, 14. 
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LOUISIANA. 

New Orleans. — Passed Assistant Surgeon J. A. Nydegger reports as 
follows : 

February 18. Two roustabouts from steamer John K. Speed were 
sent to the pesthouse with eruptions suggesting smallpox. The Speed 
reached New Orleans from Cincinnati February 13, and the roustabout 
crew was discharged immediately. 

February 15. Acting Assistant Surgeon Landry visited the vessel and 
vaccinated the officers and crew as far as possible. 

February 17. A case of smallpox was sent to the pesthouse. 

February 19 and 20. Each roustabout from this vessel was sent to the 
pesthouse with eruptions suggesting smallpox. The city health officials 
have taken proper precautions by vaccination and a house-to-house 
inspection. 

MISSOURI. 

St. Louis, Mo., February 18, 1899. 
Sir : You are hereby informed that the situation in regard to small- 
pox in Missouri is as follows : St. Louis, 15 cases, 2 deaths ; in Carroll 
County, 33 cases, 5 deaths; source of infection undetermined. Pre- 
cautions taken, quarantine and vaccination. 

E. L. Standler, M. D., 
Secretary, State Board of Health of Missouri. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

Raleigh, N. C, February 16, 1899. 
Sir : You are hereby informed that 3 cases of smallpox have been 
reported to this office as existing in Chowan ; 2 in Columbus County. 
The origin of the disease in first 2 is not stated ; in the last, from Sumter, 
S. C. Precautions taken — the usual. 

Richard H. Lewis, 
Secretary, Stale Board of Health of North Carolina. 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, February 11, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report a case of smallpox in this hospital. 
The patient, a colored roustabout, John Maxwell, was admitted to this 
hospital February 9 with influenza symptoms, but this morning the 
characteristic eruption of smallpox made its appearance. The city 
health officer was notified, and he was removed to the pesthouse. All 
precautions will be taken. 

Eespectfully, yours, J. W. Stevenson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, February 16, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report a case of smallpox in this hospital. 
The patient, a colored roustabout, George Robinson, was admitted to 
this hospital February 7, suffering with a sprained kneejoint. He has 
been a suspect since February 11, having been exposed to the patient 
that was removed from this hospital on that day suffering with small- 
pox. This morning the characteristic eruption appeared, and through 



239 February 24, 1899 

the city health officer he was removed to the pesthouse. All necessary 
precautions will be taken. 

Respectfully, yours, J. W. Stevenson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Columbus, Ohio, February 9, 1899. 

Sir : The undersigned begs leave to report that since February 1, 
1899, 9 cases of varioloid have been detected in our city, each one a 
colored young man between the ages of 20 and 30 years, and unmarried, 
except 1. The source of the outbreak could be traced to one block of 
old, dilapidated houses, bounded by 2 streets and 2 alleys, near the 
main business center of our city. Said block is inhabited by the lowest 
and filthiest class of white and colored people, composed of prostitutes 
and gamblers. The business carried on there is, besides that indicated, 
saloons, pawnbroker shops, etc. 

The first case came to our knowledge February 1 ; 1 of the colored 
men in a low dive of the above-mentioned "bad lands" was arrested on 
the night of January 31, and placed in the city prison. Next morning 
it was found that he had a suspicious eruption all over his face and part 
of the body, which, as he stated, he has had for several days ; he felt 
febrile and sick, yet he was able to be up and about. He was at once 
isolated. The next case was found February 3 in a charity hospital 
where he had been sent the day previous by a physician. He was at 
once removed to the pesthouse, a rickety barn like shanty on the 
infirmary grounds, about three miles from the city. As in all other 
cases the eruption (moderate) had been out for several days. February 
5, 3 more cases were found ; I in another hospital, where he had been sent 
by a physician for hemorrhage of the lungs, although he had a distinct 
suspicious eruption in his face. The second case of the three was found 
in the above-mentioned district; both cases were taken to the pesthouse. 
The third is baggageman at the Union Depot, is married and owns his 
own home; as he is able to provide for himself he was simply quaran- 
tined in his own house. 

Since February 5, 4 more cases were detected and removed to the pest- 
house, with the exception of 1, a hostler for a wealthy citizen, who took 
pity on him and left him in his room in the barn, which is isolated. 

The fact that all these cases developed within a week shows that they 
must have had a common origin. I was informed that middle of Janu- 
ary a few cases of chicken pox had occurred among some of the popula- 
tion of that district, but I could not ascertain anything positive. We 
hope to stamp it out before long. All cases are doing well, with the 
exception of the one who had pulmonary haemorrhages ; he is very low, 
on account of tuberculosis. 

Respectfully submitted. J. B. Schueller, M. D., 

Superintendent of Health, Columbus, Ohio. 

P. S. — A-fter closing my letter a fresh case was reported to me, likewise 
a colored man ; he is poor, and married. I shall send him to the pest- 
house at once. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia, Pa., February 11, 1899. 

Sir : Since my last report of January 23, 1899, smallpox has been 

reported in Pennsylvania, as follows : Bedford County, West Providence 

Township, 1 case; Liberty Township, 5 miles west of Saxton, 3 cases. 

Bedford cases all recovered, last house disinfected, disinfection of mails 
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discontinued by order of State board of health. Philadelphia County, 
Philadelphia, 1 case ; Blair County, Altoona, case recovered and house 
disinfected. 

Yours very truly, Benjamin Lee, M. D., 

Secretary, State Board of Health of Pennsylvania. 

rhoDe island. 

Providence, E. I., February 21, 1899. 
Dr. Swarts, secretary of the State board of health, reports 1 case of 
smallpox in the person of a freight handler on the Norfolk and Balti- 
more steamship docks. He came from Newport News, Va., where he 
staid one night. 

TENNESSEE. 

Nashville, Tenn., February 16, 1899. 
Sir : I have to acknowledge receipt of a number of additional copies 
of "Supplement" to Public Health Reports of January 6, 1899, 
and for which please accept the thanks of the Tennessee State board 
of health. 

Upon February 14 there were reported 7 cases of smallpox (colored) 
from Jackson, Madison County. Since February 11 there have been 
reported 6 cases of smallpox (colored) from the city of Memphis, Shelby 
County. 

Very respectfully, J. A. Albright, M. D., 

Secretary and Executive Officer, Tennessee State Board of Health. 

TEXAS. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., February 7, 1899. 

Sir : Since my last report I have the honor to state that one Fran- 
cisco Baldonado (Mexican) was refused admission into the United 
States on February 1, 1899, said F. Baldonado coming directly from a 
district in Mexico which is infected with smallpox. I met this man on 
the footbridge, just this side of the Mexican line. No person has as yet 
conveyed smallpox here from Mexico, nor is it likely that such a thing 
will happen, as our quarantine is very rigid. 

There are rumors afloat to the effect that smallpox is existing in the 
ittle Mexican town of Mor Ral, a few miles from here up the river. 

I shall immediately investigate, and will, in all probability, find 
smallpox. Owing to the segretiveness of the Mexicans generally, it 
may take me a few days to learn the truth. However, I will learn it. 
All necessary precautions will be taken to insure the safety of this 
locality. 

I have the honor to remain, rspectfully, yours, Lea Hume, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Laredo, Tex., February 7, 1899. 
Sir : The quarantine inspectors are having a very lively time at the 
footbridge, as the majority of persons passing claim the right to pass 
without examination as to vaccination act. One man of the lower class 
(Mexican) escaped the quarantine officer after threatening to kill him, 
but the United States customs inspector nabbed him, and he is now in 
jail. The United States commissioner here said he had not jurisdiction, 
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so I wired the United States district attorney for this district for 
instructions. Anyway, if he gets out a habeas corpus I will send him 
across the frontier and keep him there until vaccinated, but I would 
like our quarantine proceedings to be backed up if possible. 

The smallpox at Laredo, Tex., is about under control. No new cases 
to-day. I think the vigorous vaccination is now having its effect. 

The through train from the city of Mexico on the Mexican National 
Eailroad gets here and crosses the river before daylight by their new 
time card. It arrives at International Bridge for inspection at 6.15 
a. m., which is fully one hour before daylight. The light they have in 
the third-class coach is imperfect. Mr. Giles, the United States immi- 
grant inspector, complained that it was contrary to his regulations, but 
the Bureau stated that he could use his discretion. The railroad com- 
pany, it appears, does not care anything about the regulations. I found 
a person in the incipient stage of smallpox the other day on the day 
train, and it is doubtful if I should have detected said case on the early 
train in third-class coach. I have told railroad employees of the imper- 
fect light on said coaches and it has not been remedied. Please wire 
me if I should detain train so as to inspect by daylight. Postmaster 
has spoken to me if it would be advisable to disinfect mail going from 
Laredo, Tex. It might be, although the class of people who now have 
the smallpox I do not think write letters, but still there possibly might 
be a few. I told the postmaster that I would show any of his employees 
how to disinfect the mail if it was deemed necessary, and that any per- 
son with ordinary intelligence ought to be able to disinfect after once 
being shown how to do it. I intend to use formalin if he asks me. Will 
you please send me circular as to United States mail disinfection by 
United States Marine- Hospital Service, so that I may get some points 
from it t Also please send a perforator if necessary to postmaster at 
Laredo, Tex. I was informed to-day that there were 21 new cases of 
smallpox at Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, yesterday. I was also informed 
that there are deaths daily from smallpox at C. Porfirio Diaz, Mexico, 
although I notice by Health Reports no cases are being found there, 
but may be this report is much later. 

The Mexican authorities are following our example, and now have a 
quarantine officer at Mexican end of bridge, vaccinating, so that any- 
one crossing international foot bridge is pretty sure to get vaccinated 
either going or coming. I am pleased that they have done so, as it 
shows the authorities, at least, are not asleep. 

Respectfully, yours, H. J. Hamilton, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Laredo, Tex., February 12, 1899. 

Sir : I continue to inspect all passenger trains from Mexico and vac- 
cinate all immigrants, second and third class passengers when neces- 
sary, viz, those that have not recent vaccine scars and have not previ- 
ously had smallpox. Those in the Pullman cars are sworn as to recent 
vaccination and exposure and as yet I have not been required to vaccinate 
any ; but as second and third class passengers are more liable to have 
come in contact with or been exposed to contagion, I personally examine 
each person for vaccination scars or marks from smallpox. I have my 
doubts as to travelers always telling the truth. I have found that 20 to 
30 per cent of matured Mexicans have had smallpox. 

The quarantine inspector of the State of Texas is having the baggage 
of third-class passengers disinfected; at least he disinfects the quilts, 
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blankets, and doubtful-looking clothing which the person is not wear- 
ing at the time. At present he is working at a disadvantage on account 
of having no suitable place convenient. 

On the Mexican side of the border there is a very good steam disin- 
fector, with dressing and waiting rooms for passengers, and it is on 
railroad at the Mexican end of the International Bridge. I used it last 
year during the prevalence of yellow fever at Monterey, Mexico. 
Something of the kind is needed on the American side. 

Owing to the prevalence of smallpox in a great many cities and coun- 
ties of this State, we are frequently receiving new infection. I believe 
that now we do not pet any from Mexico; at least everyone coming in 
is vaccinated or not allowed to enter. The city and county authorities 
are still prosecuting the vaccination of all those possible. I regret to 
state that there is no law requiring forcible vaccination, but still the 
city is pretty well vaccinated, viz, 3,400 vaccinated or revaccinated at 
city and county expense since commencement of smallpox. We are 
still having new cases from former exposures, and we will very likely 
continue to have them until March. 

The estimated population of Laredo, Tex., is 14,000 or 15,000, of 
which about 11,000 or 12,000 are Mexicans or of Mexican parentage 
and have Mexican ideas. So, considering the disadvantage, I think the 
authorities have done about as well as could be expected, except that 
forcible vaccination should have been enforced on all. The weekly 
report is slightly better than the previous week, with the prospects of 
betterment each week. 

I inclose report of work at foot and tramway bridge by United States 
Marine- Hospital Service quarantine inspector. I visit the bridge daily 
and always find some to vaccinate. I had to have one man arrested, as 
he would neither be vaccinated nor would he return to Mexico. He 
escaped the United State Marine Hospital Service inspector, but the 
United States customs inspector caught him. 

Eespectfully, yours, H. J. Hamilton, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Report of smallpox at Laredo, Tex., for week ended February 11, 1899. 

February 5-11 : New cases, 42 ; deaths, 16. I have had reports of 
smallpox at Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. Eeports vary, but there are from 
13 to 40 cases there, among a population of about 2,500 or 3,000. I 
believe that about 40 is correct. 

One man arrested on February 5, 1899, by a United States customs 
inspector for forcibly passing United States Marine-Hospital Service 
quarantine inspector. Inspector did not make full report on February 4. 

VIRGINIA. 

Alexandria. — Sanitary Inspector Snowden reports as follows : Febru- 
ary 15, 4 cases, 2 suspects ; February 16, 1 case, 3 suspects ; February 
17, 6 cases, 2 suspects ; February 18, 1 case, 4 suspects ; February 19, 
13 cases, 1 suspect; February 20, 1 case, 2 suspects; February 21, 4 
cases, 1 suspect ; February 22, 5 cases. 

Norfolk. — Passed Assistant Surgeon Smith reports as follows : Feb- 
ruary 13, new cases, 6, discharged, 0; February 14, new cases, 2, 
discharged, 10 ; February 15, new cases, 10, discharged, 8, died, 1 ; Feb- 
ruary 16, new cases, 2, discharged, 10 ; February 17, new cases, 12, 
discharged, 1; February 18, new cases, 4, deaths, 1, discharged, 7; 
February 19, new cases, 7, discharged, 16 ; February 20, new cases,.23, dis- 



